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* You can choose to voluntarily enroll for the Reserve Officers Training
Course, as early as the age of 15. This is a part-time training (80 hours a
year) that you'll undergo over a period of three to five years, while yvou
continue your studies. There is a limited number of applicants each
vear and they must satisfy certain conditions, but otherwise this is
maybe not a bad deal as on completion you are awarded a rank up to
second lieutenant in the reserve forces, and will have made some army
contacts. Both of these can open a lot of doors for yvou if you plan to live

in Thailand later, so it's an option that many “good families” prefer.

» [F you are bi-national, it’s possible for you to renounce your Thai
citizenship under the provisions of the Thai Nationality Act. Read those

and see if they apply to you.

» The draft rolls are based on the local residency register, the Tambien
Baan. If vou're not resident in Thailand (and have made sure you were
struck off yvour parent’s Tambien Baan) - then yvou simply should not be

on the list and will not get the convocation.

# Finally, as is often the case in Thailand, it's possible if you know the
right people to have an informal discussion with the local army
recruiters and get them to forget about you. Online sources say the

going rate for a memory lapse might be around 35 000 baht these days.
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